
Like most environmental-minded people, I'm very 
concerned about our pollinator populations. With 

the decimation of our in-
sect diversity and numbers 
in recent years, the poten-
tial for a future food crisis 
is almost a certainty.  
 Research projects 
monitoring high profile 
species such as monarch 
butterflies and bumble-
bees are intended to eval-
uate the status of these 
species and use the data 
to identify new information 
and raise public aware-
ness.  
 There is a dearth 
of information about the 
current status of bumble 
bees in Missouri. To rectify 
this a community citizen science project was initiated 
called The Missouri Bumble Bee Atlas. The Atlas is a 
collaboration between the Missouri Department of 

Conservation, Xerces Society, Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever, and The University of 

Missouri. 
 I volunteered for this 
project and have received 
great training online, 
through webinars, and field 
sessions.  The sponsors 
are wonderfully supportive 
and engaged. Volunteers 
select a site based on a grid 
system of 89 grid cells for 
the state.  There are still 
many grid cells available 
and more volunteers need-
ed!   
 Once my grid selection 
was confirmed and I iden-
tified the location I wanted 
to monitor, I was commit-
ted to doing at least two 

surveys in 2021 and two in 2022. Locations can be a 
two-acre natural area or a 10-mile section of road-
side access.  Sue Knight and I are working as a team, 
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10-Year Reunion, Picnic September 18 at Hartell CA

By: Kim Lafolette

Missouri Master Naturalist is a 
volunteer program sponsored by:

Loess Hills Chapter

https://loesshills.missourimasternaturalist.org September 2021

By: Hayley Howard

If you haven't yet, mark 
your calendars for the 

Loess Hills Missouri Master 
Naturalist 10-year anniver-
sary picnic that will be held 
at Hartell Conservation 
Area on Saturday, Septem-
ber 18. 
 Members and 
spouses, as well as hon-
orary members and MDC 
advisors and their spouses, 
are invited to attend the 
celebration, which includes 
a social at 5 pm, dinner at 
6 pm and a short program 
following at 7 pm.   
 The chapter will 
provide drinks and brisket 

for the event, and mem-
bers are encouraged to 
sign up to bring a dish to 
share at the occasion. 
 Please contact 
Ginger Turner to RSVP  at 
gncturner@aol.com or call 
816-903-1542. 

 In honor of the 
chapter's 10-year anniver-
sary, an attempt was made 
to gather all the class pic-
tures from over the years 
and caption them. So while 
some of those pictured 
may not be active now, we 
still consider them part of 
our MMN family. 
 The last chapter 

see page 2

see page 6

Citizen Science Project Provides Bee Helpful, Bee Bold Adventure
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and we selected a site near the Dunn Ranch Prairie 
Headquarters.
 Surveys are fun to do.  I was taught how to net 
a bee in the field, how to get the netted bee in a vial, 
and how to chill the vial in ice to put the bee to "sleep" 
so I could handle the bee safely and take pictures of 
each one before I release it again.  
 Getting good pictures is the most difficult skill 
to master as a volunteer, and Sue has become very 
proficient.   Pictures have to be taken from different 
angles, very close-up, very clear, with good lighting, 
and have to be taken in the field.  I have to be able to 
identify not only the flower the bee was seen on but 
also every other flowering plant in the two-acre survey 
area so a plant ID app is a must.  
 A site habitat assessment form has to be 
completed during each survey and all data includ-
ing all photographs must be uploaded to the Bumbl 
Bee Watch website once I get home.  Although I was 
given tools for identifying which of the ten Missouri 
bee species I capture, all identifications are confirmed 
by experts of Mo Bumble Bee Atlas using the online 
photos so I can be sure the data I submit is accurate.  
Bombus species can be hard to tell apart so I'm glad 
to have the experts confirming my findings!

Above (L-R): Linda Gocken, Kim Lafolette and 
Jennifer Morris receive MO Bumble Bee Atlas 
training at Loess Bluffs National Wildlife Refuge 
on June 27.

Above: Jason Simpson 
snaps a picture of Shelley 
Shipley's successful bumble 
bee catch during the Atlas 
training.

Above: One of Kim 
Lafolette and Sue 
Knight's pictures 
made the MO 
Bumble Bee Atlas 
observation of the 
week in July. 

Above: The training materials for the Atlas proj-
ect included a bumble bee ID guide. 

Summer Feasting! 

Left: Mother and fawn by Don St. Cyr   
Right: Bombus on beebalm by Charlie Higdon

FocusIn
Loess Hills Member Photography

Nature
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MDC to Host Free Virtual Program on Monarchs, September 14 at 6 pm 
People can learn more about monarch butterflies on Sept. 14 at the free Missouri Depart-

ment of Conservation (MDC) virtual program “Insects: Monarch Magic.” This online program 
will be from 6-6:30 p.m. and is recommended for all ages. It is being put on by the staff of 
MDC’s Shoal Creek Conservation Education Center in Joplin. Register for this program at:

https://mdc-event-web.s3licensing.com/Event/EventDetails/179575

 By: Hayley Howard
 If you know David Laderoute, you know the cause he 
most fervently supports; he unapologetically wears it right on 
his well-worn green baseball cap. You know, the one with the 

universally recognizable butterfly patch just above the bill. 
 The monarch is his passion and helping to reverse its 
plight is his mission. But you see, David doesn’t just donn a 
hat. Or get involved with organizations like Missourians for 
Monarchs. Or give talks to the public on the importance of pol-
linators. Or sit on the board of local conservation groups like 
Loess Hills MMN.
 He gets down on his hands and knees, just like he did 
one unseasonably warm week late last spring, and gets his 
hands dirty. The goal? Planting one thousand milkweeds a year 
at Loess Bluffs Wildlife Refuge over the course of a decade. 
 The 10,000 milkweeds project, the brainchild of David 
and his fellow Friends of Loess Bluffs Board of Directors, is al-
ready well over halfway complete thanks to his boots-on-the-
ground approach and recruiting skills. 
 His interest and commitment to the iconic insect was 
peaked when he learned about the monarch’s miraculous mi-
gration story and its severe population decline in recent years. 
He became the regional coordinator for Northwest Missouri’s 
Missourians for Monarchs organization, which met regularly 
for three years and had over a dozen members. The group still 
exists but changed its name to Monarch and Pollinator Network 
due to the statewide Missourians for Monarchs collaborative 
launched a few years back. 
 The goal of the state organization, according to the https://moformonarchs.org/ website, is 
to create and maintain 19,000 acres of pollinator habitat annually for the next 20 years. The state 
plan that supports this effort, called the Missouri Monarch and Pollinator Conservation Plan, is cur-
rently under revision but was the first of its kind in the nation. 
 David is just one of many putting in the work locally to support this statewide initiative. He 
has written over $3,000 in grants for milkweed plants from the Monarch Watch group out of the 
University of Kansas, and he has coordinated the milkweed plantings on various plots of land at the 
refuge over the last four years. 
 And even though he has earned serious bragging rights when it comes to his volunteer ef-
forts, donating more than two thousand hours of his time to this and other projects since becom-
ing a member in 2015, for him it’s not about racking up the hours. His main motivation is a love of 
nature and a sense of duty. 
 “It’s one of my contributions back to Mother Nature,” David explained. “She’s been pretty 
good to me.”
 Another popular monarch initiative that David helps organize is the monarch tagging event 
typically held in September at Loess Bluffs, but that public event has been canceled this year. You 
can, however, catch up with David at the seed bomb-making station at Prairie Days Saturday, Sep-
tember 11 at Dunn Ranch. Just look for the guy with the green hat with the monarch on it--- getting 
his hands dirty for a good cause.

On a Mission for Mother Nature

David Laderoute, 

Above: Members David Laderoute and 
Charles Bramlage plant milkweeds 
alongside Loess Bluffs Wildlife Refuge 
Visitor Services Specialist Nikki Horne at 
the NW Missouri refuge in May 2021.

https://mdc-event-web.s3licensing.com/Event/EventDetails/179575
https://moformonarchs.org/ 
http://Missouri Monarch and Pollinator Conservation Plan


4/10  Darrel Magee  Pewter 500 
 

7/8	 	 Debbie	Butterfield		 Pewter		 500	

4/10  Chris Fulker  Bronze 250
 

6/21	 	 Hayley	Howard	 	 Bronze		 250	

5/30	 	 David	Laderoute	 	 2021	
 

5/31  Chris Fulker  2021  

6/10  Kathy Bunse  2021  
 

6/11  Rick Fulker  2021  

6/18  Suzanne Rush  2021  
 

6/21	 	 Hayley	Howard	 	 2021	 	

6/29  Janet Mason  2021  

7/1  Jason Simpson  2020  
 

7/14	 	 Jessica	Erdrich	 	 2021	 	
 

7/28  Cathy Whitney-Vuchetich 2021      

---Reported by Peggy Strickland, Hours Coordinator

Member NewsMember News 

Janet Mason joined the St. Joseph Master 
Naturalists in 2011.  Her most favorite 
(recent) activity is building a part of the 
Equine Trail at Smithville Lake in the winter 
months of 2020.

S E R V I C E  A W A R D S  –  A U G U S T  2 0 2 1

 2021 Advanced Training Schedule*
September 14, 2021............Missouri Bats with MDC Bat Ecologist Jordon Meyer

October 12, 2021....Nature Site Prairie Research with co-founder Jacob Haddle
November 9, 2021...Loess Hills Formations in Mo with local historian Jim Lehr

*schedule subject to change
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I’m proud to have joined the LH  MMN chap-
ter in 2017 and continue to enjoy volun-
teering alongside my fellow naturalists. The 
citizen science projects (eagle watch, soil/
stream surveys, CWD) tend to be my favorite 
volunteer activities because they allow me to 
contribute in a meaningful way to research 
that can lead to a greater understanding of 
our natural world, and they mostly occur out-
doors, which is exactly where I like to be! 

----Hayley Howard

Rick and I became members in 2017. We have 
both enjoyed Eagle Days at Loess Bluffs and 
Smithville. Wings over Weston was also a fun 
chance to volunteer.  I also love to be in-
volved in any activity that respects and cares 
for the environment. 

-------Chris & Rick
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cont'd....................................................................................10-Year Reunion

Class of 2017
Front row (L-R) - MDC advisor Jada 
Tressler, and members Bruce Windsor, 
Jessica Erdrich, Linda Wilkerson, Jason 
Simpson
Second row (L-R) - Erick Erdrich, alum 
Mary Jo Ostenberg, Hayley Howard, 
Dawn Burkheimer, Terisia Grable, Su-
zanne Rush
Third row (L-R) - Sadie Burkhart, Sha-
ron Smith, Amanda Morrow (and future 
daughter), Chris Fulker, Dennis Rush
Back row (L-R) - Barbara Cates, Diana 
Prine,  Cynthia Pederson, Ron Pederson, 
Rick Fulker, Chris Blake

Front row (L-R) - Karli Fore-
man, Loretta Stanton, LH 
MMN Alum Mary Jo Osten-
berg, Shelley Shipley, Ruth 
Hibarger
Middle row (L-R) - Don St. 
Cyr, Betsy Flint, Scott Gri-
er, Peggy Strickland, Kathy 
Bunse, Janet Salsberry
Back row (L-R) - Rob Wunder, 
George Watts, Larry Bunse, 
Roger Moerke, Jennifer Mor-
ris, Bill Hoppis, Dearle James 
Wamsley, Walt Hibarger
Not pictured - Ray Bond

Class of 2013

Above: This is a picture of the first class of the Mas-
ter Naturalists doing Water Quality Training.  Front 
row (L-R) —Emma Gossett, Derrick Boos, Charles 
Bramlage, Jim Dice, Bonnie Goldberg, Michelle New-
by. Back row (L-R) —John Wood, Ross Schuman, Don 
Vaughn, Lisa Woodward, Thomas Woodward, Rick 
Ream, Marsha Williams, Shannon Holcomb, Jan-
et Mason, Dan McCann, Jeff Leonard. Not pictured: 
Richard Anderson, Debra Bedynek, Laurel DeFreece,  
and Mary Jo Ostenberg.

Above: Back Row (L-R) -  unknown, Lynn 
Tushaus, Karen Hayes, Scott Keely, Mike 
Silvy (deceased)
Front row (L-R) - Bob Lock, Crystal Gossett, 
Lauren Alkier, Ann Thorn, Liba Lerner, Bob 
Spurgat 
Not pictured: Laura Kahl

Class of 2011

Class of 2013      

Class of 2019

roster, published in 2020, lists 62 active members, and a new class is scheduled to begin in 2022. 
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Class of 2015       
Front row (L-R)- Bob 

Dever, Tracy Miller, 
Debbie Butterfield, Kim 
LaFollette, Sue Knight, 
Bridgette Sander, Heidi 
McCullough, Margaret 
Slayton, Sherri Runde
Back row (L-R)- Sarah 
Farsace, Larry Miller, 
Mort Nelson, Raylene 
Perry, Ed Ames, Mike 

Sander, Brent Galliart, 
Ginger Turner, David 

Laderoute

  April's "Name That Bloom" Answers:1 2

1. This small tree's scientific name is Viburnum pruni-
folium. Answer: blackhaw

2. This blooming tree (Maclura pomifera) makes a great 
fence. Correction: Clue #2 didn't fit the bloom, which is 

an Ohio buckeye. 

Class of 2012

Front row (L-R)- Martha Blackledge, Tammy Steinkamp, Don Daffron Second row (L-R)- Bill Black-
ledge, Suzanne Hamby-Jones, Tom Aldrich, Melissa Underwood, Laura Lee Schaufler, Gerry Craw-
ford, Joe Campbell (deceased), unknown, Kevin Welch Third row (L-R)- Jim Pierson, MDC private 
lands biologist, Cliff Amos, LH MMN Alum John Wood, Corey Kudrna, Loess Bluffs Refuge employee, 
unknown Back row (L-R)- unknown, Ron Adams, unknown Not pictured: Gaylen Nicholson



 September is a big transition 
month for many species. The first 
week we usually see our greatest 
number of ruby-throated humming-
birds (left), but by the end of the 
month they will have mostly moved 

 Name That Bloom! 
Use the following clues to 

name that bloom!

1

3

2

1. Which of the nine Rudbeckia 
species could this be?
2. In the bellflower family, these 
tublar flowers bloom August to 
October.
3. This nonwoody plant smells 
just like maple syrup! 

Click HERE to  
watch some 
bumblebee 

action!

September Signals End of Viewing Season for Several Species
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 September also marks a big 
transition of bird species as fall 
migration ramps up. Major weather 
events during this period can often 
provide an opportunity to see spe-
cies that rarely find there way to our 
state. One current example is this 
Long-tailed Jaeger (right) that was 
sighted at Smithville Lake following 
the recent hurricane. Although this 
species looks very similar to a gull it 
actually specializes in attacking them 
and forcing them to drop any food 
they’ve caught. Long-tailed Jaegers 
come ashore to nest in the Arctic 
Circle and typically spend the rest of 
the year out at sea. 

Story and Photos By: 
Bill Blackledge

 September is a great month 
to be outdoors to observe the tran-
sitions in nature that are occurring 
all around us. I’ll be out as often as 
I can with binoculars in one hand 
and my camera in the other. 
 Hopefully you will find time 
also to be outside chasing your pas-
sions.

south for the coming winter. 
Also disappearing this month will 
be many of our favorite insects, 
including butterflies such as this 
eastern tiger swallowtail (middle), 
our “hummingbird moths” like this 

white-lined sphinx moth (right), 
and dragonflies like this blue dash-
er (bottom right), also our state 
Master Naturalist symbol. 
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